National Preschoolers Day ~ March 12, 2021

How Can We Pray for You?
Our preschool staff begins each school day with prayer
before our students arrive. We take a few moments to
ask for God’s blessing over us as we minister to your
children, and we also pray for our students and your
family. If you ever have a specific need or situation you
would like us to pray about, we would consider it a privilege to include that in our prayer time. You can use the
brightwheel app to message your request to our staff
confidentially.

Senior Pastor
Speaks at Chapel
Senior pastor for Highway Assembly of
God, Mike McDonald, spoke at our
chapel on March 3. Our monthly chapel is typically scheduled for the first
Wednesday each month at 11:30 a.m.
The children often have a presentation—song or scripture verse. And our
teachers will use the opportunity to
recognize students’ achievements in
class. Parents and family members are
welcome to join us!
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Fancy Feet
Our students (and staff!) enjoyed celebrating “Read Across
America” with a special “Spirit Week” on March 1-5. Here,
we are showing off our crazy socks on the second day of the
spirit week, inspired by “Cat in the Hat” by American author
Dr. Seuss. Other special days included Wacky Wednesday
(wear mix-match clothes), Green Eggs and Ham Thursday
(wear someing green) and “I Can Read with My Eyes Shut”
Friday, when the kids brought their favorite book to read.

Reminder
Friday, March 12, is
an early dismissal
day. Preschool will
close at 12 noon
for all students.
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Building a Firm Foundation for Learning
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portant Year: Pre-Kindergarten and the
Future of Our Children, points out that
Pre-K is a foundational year because,
for most children, it provides their initial exposure to school and sets the
tone for their educational career. “They
develop certain feelings, perceptions,
and ideas about school. It’s a great opOur preschoolers practice writing their
portunity to get kids off on the right
letters in this group exercise.
foot,” says Bouffard.
In discussing the various stages of childhood development and education, the Child Development Institute emphasizes preschoolers are
emerging from toddlerhood to a new world of exploration and formal
learning. Preschoolers are open to learning numbers, letters, beginning
reading, and simple math. They are improving their gross motor and fine
motor skills.
In their article titled “The Ages and Stages of Child Development,”
the institute maintains that the most important mode of learning during
this period is playing. “Make-believe play of all kinds is attractive and
fosters the development of language, socialization and creativity. Interest
in exploring their environment promotes early interest in science.”
As an educational ministry of Highway Assembly of God, the purpose of The Good Shepherd Preschool is to train children to be academically prepared for kindergarten, to be spiritually prepared for Christian
service, and to develop a lifelong Christian worldview.
The Good Shepherd Preschool promotes the development of the
total child. Classroom experiences are enriched by music, arts and crafts,
educational learning centers, dramatic play, creative play, socialization,
story times, and free play indoors and outdoors.
Every student will have opportunity to develop phonic and early
reading skills, introductory mathematics and science skills, as well as
handwriting and fine motor enhancement.

preschool@highwayag.org

WEB
http://gspreschool.highwayag.org

FACEBOOK
Facebook.com/preschool.highwayag.org
The Good Shepherd Preschool and Day Care is
a religiously exempt educational ministry of
Highway Assembly of God. Our mission is to
provide a quality, Christ-centered education to
develop the whole child - mentally, physically,
socially and spiritually - in establishing a
strong learning foundation to prepare children
for kindergarten.
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The letter-writing exercise is followed up with other hands-on activities that help
reinforce the literacy learning and provide additional fine motor skills development.
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